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20th November 2019 

Message from the Principal 

 

Outstanding Grade 4 Camp 

Last week the grade 4s headed off to Phillip Island to 

the Phillip Island Adventure Resort for their second 

school camp experience. Three days and two nights 

away from home experiencing the many activities that 

this camp has to offer. 

The Low Ropes Course at first seemed quite tame and 

yet, as each team attempted each challenge, it soon 

became clear that the subtle intricacies of each station 

would not be conquered easily.  

The Circutron proved to be great fun. A child is 

strapped in the middle of three independently spinning 

circles so that their body travels an amazingly wild path. 

(check it out on Facebook). 

Raft making too was a great opportunity to test and 

challenge the ability for a group of children to meld into 

a focussed team and lash together giant plastic tubes 

and planks of wood to transport 8 children on the lake. 

And so the challenges went on, culminating in the 16 m 

high giant swing. Throughout the 3 days the children 

were fantastic with each other. Although I promised I 

wouldn’t let parents know, I cannot help myself… the 

children ate salads and vegetables at each meal, of-

ten asking for seconds!!! 

Well done to the staff organising the camp… nothing 

was missed out. Many thanks for stepping away from 

families and set routines to give the children the total 

experience that you did. 

 

Montrose Primary School Gym Update 

Though the final stages of planning and scope of works 

has taken a long time, the process has had to be thor-

ough. I expect contracts to be signed on Monday. This 

will mean that the builders, Switchco,  will arrive Decem-

ber 7. Having the builders on site as excited as the ar-

chitects and school community is fantastic… let the fun 

begin! 

 

Principal's message continued over page... 

Principal: Neil Pollard 
Assistant Principals: Kylie Fisher & Glenn Storr 

School Council President: Bree Kuffer 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

  November 2019 

Mon 18—22 Prep—2 Swimming Program 
Thu 21  Grade 5 Bike Ed 
Fri 22  Kinder Transition 2:15pm ELC 
Tue 26  Grade 6 Responsibility Day  
Wed 27 Prep Info Night—6-7.30pm ELC 
Thu 28  Grade 5 Bike Ed 
  Parent Helpers Morning Tea 
  11:30—12:00am School Gym 
  G4 Hooptime State Finals—Meerkats 

  December 2019 

Wed 4  Carols evening 6-7:30pm 
Thu 5  Warburton Trail Bike Ride—G5 
Mon 9  Choir Bus Tour 
Tue 10  Statewide Transition Day 
  Year 7 and Prep 2020 
Wed 11 Special Canteen Xmas Lunch 
Fri 13  STUDENT FREE DAY 
Wed 18 Grade 6 Graduation 
  Student Book Packs delivered 
Fri 20  Last Day of Term 
 
Other 
Morning Break: 11.30am to 12.10pm 
Afternoon Break: 1.50pm to 2.40pm 
Uniform Shop:  Mondays - 8.30am to 9.30am  
 Wednesdays – 2.45pm to 3.45pm 
 
2019 Term Dates 
Term 4—7th October to 20th December 
 

2020 Term Dates 
Term 1– 29th January to 27th March 
 

Canteen Lunch orders to be in by 9am Wednesday & Friday 

 

REMINDER: All newsletter items must be in by  

Friday night in order to ensure they are  included in 

the following week’s newsletter. 

Leith Road, Montrose 3765 
Correspondence to: P.O. Box 123, Montrose  
Ph 9728 2203, Fax: 9761 9359 
Email: montrose.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

mailto:montrose.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Message from the Principal—continued from page 1: 

Surprising, but timely 

As 2019 draws to a close, I have decided that there is no better time to announce my re-

tirement from Montrose Primary School and the Department of Education and Training. It is 

with an immense sense of gratitude and pride that I have been able to lead such a won-

derful group of professionals who, day in day out, work conscientiously to develop the chil-

dren of Montrose PS. Not just academically, but also emotionally, socially… the whole 

child.  

When I first toured the school to get a sense of the place, I found a warm atmosphere of 

caring and concern that everybody shared. It was the sort of school I wanted to be part 

of. I feel confident that the special culture is still ever apparent in all aspects of  our daily 

life and will continue into the future.  

Though some new buildings, new uniform and growth in student population have been 

part of the changes here, one aspect of the job that I have taken immense satisfaction 

from is the opportunity to employ passionate staff to join our established team and add to 

the fabric that is Montrose Primary School. The easy days are fun and easy, but the chal-

lenging times have seen this dedicated staff pull together to support those in need and 

‘make it work’. I will miss the children and the special joy they inject into each day, and will 

rely heavily on my grandkids to provide the same.  

To the wonderful staff and parents I have worked with, I thank you for making the job so 

satisfying. I have loved my time here at Montrose and this special school community. Who 

could have guessed 13 years could have flown so quickly?  

I have informed staff and School Council yesterday and spoken with the children today. 

The Department of Education  and Training has been notified and will be making plans for 

the principal position to be advertised and filled. A selection panel will be established with 

School Council to make a recommendation to the DET as to the best person to lead this 

school. The new principal will take up the role April 14, 2020.  

In the interim, an Expression of Interest will be called for a suitably qualified person to as-

sume the role in an acting capacity for term one. 

 

Thank you,  

Neil Pollard 

Principal 
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Mia W 6CD 

When I think of confidence and determination, attacking everything 

with a can do attitude, sometimes with a perfectionist eye, only one 

name comes to mind. I have been so impressed with your build of 

confidence in tackling learning tasks and believing in your own abil-

ity. Make sure that you keep believing in what you can do Mia, as it 

will carry you forward throughout the rest of your learning journey. 

 

Mason F 2LW 

This 2W student has worked incredibly hard all year to develop their confidence and ‘can do’ atti-

tude. His willingness to now step out of his comfort zone and to have a go at something new and 

challenging is outstanding.   

M is for the motivation that you have towards all learning tasks 

A is for the positive attitude you have developed, no matter the challenge 

S is for the smile on your face when a tricky task begins to make sense 

O is for the way you make the most of every learning opportunity 

N is for the way you never give up 

Mason, you should be incredibly proud with all that you have achieved this year. Continue to be-

lieve in and trust yourself. You are a star!! 

 

Eden W FCG 

There’s an amazing student in prep, whose attitude is lively and full of pep. Her enthusiasm for learn-

ing can’t be beat, and she always stays on task in her seat. Even when things are tricky, she gives it 

a try, and on her helpful ways, I can always rely. She starts each day with a smile on her face, mak-

ing our classroom a really happy place. She has impressed me this year in so many ways, I’ve loved 

watching her grow throughout the days. 

Well done, Eden! You are a superstar! 
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Hayden B FBC 

Confidence can come in so many shapes and sizes. It can be standing up in front of others and 

speaking, introducing yourself to others, taking risks and challenging yourself or even attempting 

something that could end in failure. This Prep C student has grown so much in his confidence and 

guess what...he stands up in front of the grade to do Show and Tell, he introduces himself to others 

and makes friends confidently, he has a go at challenges in class even if he thinks he might not be 

able to succeed and even stands up for himself if he feels he needs to. How far you have come 

Hayden Bunn. I am so proud of how much work you have put in to challenge yourself and put your-

self out of your comfort zone. Hayden Bunn from Prep C is an absolute confidence champion!  

Alexis H 1KB 

This student from 1B has continued to grow in confidence throughout 2019. At the beginning of the 

year she would let unknown words in texts defeat her, and now confidently makes good and suc-

cessful attempts using her decoding skills. She persistently begins tasks independently and remains 

focused, ensuring she is not distracted by others. This sets a positive example of behaviour for her 

peers, which is extended out into the playground as well. She has developed her sense of belong-

ing in our classroom and is able to stick up for herself and others when she needs to. It has been 

wonderful to see her come out of her shell and accept herself more as a learner. This has allowed 

her to start taking more risks in her learning and make improvements all round. Take this confidence 

with you to Grade 2 and I know you will shine. Well done, Alexis! 

Notices/Payments Due Back: 
Activity:   Date:    Amount:  Due Back:  

Grade 6 Graduation  Wed 18th Dec   $32 per ticket  CLOSED 

Grade 6 Camp   Tue 10—Fri 13th Mar  $100 deposit  Due now 

Production DVD order      $20   Closed  

From the Office 
  Keep an eye on your Sentral Portal. We are going online! 

   You will be able to access excursion forms through your parent 
portal, choosing to pay through Sentral or via the office.   

    (Please note, Sentral charge a transaction fee for this service).  



 Page 5 

 

SPECIALIST WORKERS OF THE WEEK 

 MUSIC Kayla R 2Ep  SPORT  

CHINESE Joseh G 2LW CHINESE  

ARTIST OF THE 

WEEK 

Isaish B 1B ART 

WOW 

Billy M 34N, Evie S 6G, Andre J 5T, Liam H 6R 

Workers of the Week 

Thomas S PP Fletcher W 2E Gus H 5M 

Will M PK Brielle H 2W Thomas B 5M 

Lexie G PC Ruby G 2P Matilda J 56Q 

Eden P PG Brodie H 2M Cailie R 6R 

Kane B 1R Ivy M 3C Evie S 6G 

Indie G 1B Poppy W 3S Annie M 6D 

Falcon SD 1J Bianca E 3H   

Zac W 12K Riley K 5C   

      

      

Cooper P PP Tyler VS 1J Ethan D 2P Kayla C 5M 

Layla I PP Ruby S 1J James E 2P Luke T 56Q 

Allani K PK Jimmy M 1J Willow D 2M Daimon W 56Q 

Cruz D PC Hayden DV 12K Billie-Rose 2M Cooper M 56Q 

Lola G PC Emie W 12K Evie M 2M Lachlan M 6R 

Dash W PG Willow B 2E William F 3C Declan H 6R 

Cooper P PG Lucas D 2E Hamish M 3S Jesse G 6G 

Callum W 1R Max A 2E Jade M 3S Saxon P 6G 

Jai W 1R Kevin S 2W Beau H 3H Mia G 6D 

Allira J 1B Noah J 2W Elousie T 3H Tobias C 6D 

Jye M 1B Sienna D 2W Asher R 5C   

Julian GP 1J Bailey B 2P Rylee H 5T   

CLASSROOM WORKERS OF THE WEEK 

VALUE OF THE WEEK 

Courage 
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Please note:  Uniform shop will not open 
on Friday 22nd or Monday 25th November 

 

Uniform Shop will be open on  

Orientation Day—Tuesday 10th December 

8:30—10.30pm 

Uniform Shop News 
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Community News 



 Page 12 

 

ADVERTISING MATERIAL INCLUDED WITH NEWSLETTER 

The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development does not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education & Early Childhood Development for 
accuracy of information contained in the advertisements to claims made by them. 

Goods and Services 
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ADVERTISING MATERIAL INCLUDED WITH NEWSLETTER 

The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development does not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education & Early Childhood Development for 
accuracy of information contained in the advertisements to claims made by them. 

Goods and Services 

APPLES AND PEARS 

Our Apples are being fresh picked NOW 
The next apple and pear delivery for will be Thursday 28th November 

Please fill out the attached form & hand it in to the office along with appropriate CASH on Wednesday 
27th at the latest. Thanks! 

 

Child’s Name: ___________________________ Contact Number: _______________________ 

 

 

All fruit is handpicked locally in the Yarra Valley and is always fresh!  

Choice of Fruit   Quantity Amount Due 

Granny Smith (5.5kg bag - $12.00)   

Sundowner (5.5kg bag - $12.00)   

Pink Ladies (5.5kg bag - $12.00)   

Pears (5.5kg bag - $10.00)   


